Trek to Los Angeles
In 1925, Jake walked and hitch-hiked to Los Angeles where he had decided to settle. His first job in California was for the B'nai B'rith Messenger, a local AngloJewish community weekly newspaper. His career in journalism did not last long and he went to work for the Doheny Oil Company, driving a truck and performing gardener's chores.
He continued to write and publish and launched his career in bookselling when he was employed by the Holmes Book Company, and the Book Departments of May Company and Bullock's.
In 1926, his poem "Gypsy Nights" was published in the San Francisco Review, a work that was later reprinted in the L. A. G. Strong Anthology, Best Poems of 1926.
Jake's first book of poems, Whispers and Chants, was published in 1927 in an edition of 500 copies by the Lantern Press in San Francisco. His friend, Carl Sandburg, contributed the Foreword:
"Now we have the boy, the young man, Jake Zeitlin, stepping forth as a poet. Dreams and impressions come to him and they take word shapes, and he must put down the words. He has the value, the merit, and the quality of the inevitable. He will go on writing; he is worth reading in the commencement of his work. Some of his lines, as the years pass and he looks at In that same year, Jake began his first major activity in helping to build rare book collections. He assisted A. Elmer Belt in putting together his great Leonardo da Vinci Collection and he was instrumental in bringing it as a gift to the University of California at Los Angeles. Jake also issued his first catalogue in 1928.
In 1929 Zeitlin moved his shop to 705-1/2 West Sixth Street. He began to import fine press books from England -Nonesuch Press, Golden Cockerell Press, Eric
The Texas Years
Jake Zeitlin was brought by his family to Fort Worth, Texas, in 1905, when he was less than three years old. He remained in that Texas city for 20 years, and they were the years that influenced his tastes, choices and goals that would determine the course of his entire life.
He attended public school and Central High School and then worked in his father's vinegar works, driving a truck and making deliveries. The other drivers his father hired to make the deliveries would invariably abscond with the payments, so Jake was the only one who could be trusted with the receipts.
But Jake had his dreams, and they centered around writing and books even when he was a teenager. Fate also had a hand in influencing Jake toward the book trade during these Texas years.
Jake's father was the one who was always contacted by the police when any Jewish boys got into trouble. He would usually bail them out and give them employment in his vinegar factory. On one occasion, he was called when two boys arrived in town on a freight train. The boys were Ben Abramson and Jerry Nedwick who made a lasting impression on Jake. Ben enchanted Jake with his bookselling stories of his years at McClurg's Bookshop in Chicago, and it was then that Jake decided to become a bookseller.
While still in high school, Jake attended an assembly where he heard the young poet, Carl Sandburg, reciting his poetry and playing the guitar. That too was the kind of life Jake wanted.
After graduation, Jake worked as a bookseller and also began writing poetry and reviewing books for the Fort Worth Star Telegram. He was the winner of the Texas State Poetry Prize awarded by Baylor University in 1922.
When Jake Zeitlin finally left Fort Worth for California in 1925, he had his sights set on a writing and bookselling career.
Gill Woodcuts and first editions of contemporary English and American authors.
At about that time, Jake organized a group of writers and artists who began to publish the magazine, an informal festschrift that included tributes by notable representatives of the world of libraries, book and print collecting, and printing.
In 1971, Jake published the fourth revised edition of Harris Newmark's Sixty Years in Southern California.
Jake had sponsored and encouraged most of the fine printers of Southern California, and published numerous books from the presses of Ward Ritchie, Grant Dahlstrom and Saul Marks. He also lectured on Southern California Printers at a Symposium on Modern Printing sponsored by the Typophiles Society.
In 1983, Jake achieved the most significant financial milestone of his career when he sold a collection of 144 illuminated manuscripts ranging from the seventh to the 16th centuries, to the Getty Museum for more than $30 million, believed to be the largest single sale ever made in the rare book world. Zeitlin is survived by his wife, Josephine VerBrugge Zeitlin, their son Joel Leob Zeitlin, their daughter Adriana Katlin, Judith Armstrong Zeitlin, a daughter from his first marriage, and David John Zeitlin, a son from his second marriage.
Thomas Crowe, 75, on July 10, of a heart attack, in England; antiquarian bookseller. He was bom in Wrexham, North Wales, where he developed an early familiarity with the antiquarian book business through his grandfather, father and mother, all of whom were in the book trade. At the age of 21 he moved to Norwich, where he established his business at 77 Upper St. Giles Street, a location he was to occupy -with the exception of the six years he served in the army during World War II -for the next 54 years. During his career he was an active participant in England's Antiquarian Booksellers Association, involved in the operation of the organization and its book fairs.
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